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L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  D I R E C T O R  
 
Welcome to the December edition of the 2017-2018 CTE News the Tempe Union 
High School District’s (TUHSD) monthly newsletter highlighting our Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) programs. This year TUHSD has over 9000 students 
currently enrolled in 20 different CTE programs in our district ranging from  
Culinary to  Engineering, Automotive Technology to Technical Theatre, and many 
more.  
  
As we end the fall semester we are beginning to gear up for all the CTE activities 
we have scheduled for this spring.  These activities include audits of all of our 
programs beginning in February, our annual CTE Career Day with the Suns in 
February, industry certification testing for most of our programs in March and 
April, ADE Assessments for all of our programs in April, numerous CTSO  
competitions, and of course our CTE Recognition Night in April. In addition, this 
spring, all of our programs will be continuing their cadre and PLC work, and in 
these, a number of our programs will be beginning to develop and utilize common 
quarterly assessments. As a result, we expect this to be a very busy and exciting 
spring for CTE in TUHSD. 
 
This month’s newsletter highlights our CTE Programs at Mountain Pointe High 
School.  Mountain Pointe High School has seen great success in their CTE  
programs in the past, and as you will see in this month’s featured articles, these 
successes are ongoing. 
  
We hope you enjoy the information shared in this newsletter, and look forward to 
sharing more information with you in the future! 
 
Dr. Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career & Technical Education 
Tempe Union High School District 
 

 
 

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :  
 
 
Dec. 5 BMAS Cadre 
 
Dec. 13 Digital Communications 
  Advisory Committee 
 Meeting (MHS) 
 
Dec. 13 Technical Theatre  
 Advisory Committee 
 Meeting (MHS) 
 
Dec. 21 End of Quarter 2 
 
Jan. 8 Begin 2nd Semester 
 
Jan. 23 Culinary Cadre 
 
Jan. 24 Bioscience Cadre 
 
Jan. 24 Early Childhood Advisory 
 Committee Meeting 
 
Jan. 25 Marketing Cadre 
 
Jan. 26 Bioscience Advisory  
 Committee Meeting (DVH) 
 
Jan. 30 Early Childhood Cadre 
 
Jan. 31 Engineering Cadre 

CTE NEWS 
TUHSD CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

MONTHLY UPDATE 



Fun Fact:  Mountain Pointe was 
established in 1991.  The chosen 
mascot was the Pride.  This mascot 
embodies the ideals of community 
and family.  Another important 
tradition at MPHS are the words 
Purpose, Pride, and Performance. 

MOUNTAIN POINTE DIGITAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY STUDENTS  
FOCUS ON THEIR FUTURE 

 
 

Steve Adams, Digital Photography 
 

The Photography Program 
at Mountain Pointe High 
School is a comprehensive 
program taking students 
from traditional black and 
white film photography and 
the darkroom onto  digital 

photography in the second and third years. The 
program is designed for serious students who want 
the whole photography experience. Students learn 
in a hands on environment skills that will serve 
them well in whatever career path they choose.  

In the second and third years students have the 
opportunity to attend several field-trips to conduct 
on location photography shoots. On November 7th, 
our advanced students, as well as classes from  
Corona and Marcos de Niza, went on an all day trip 
to Jerome and Oak Creek canyon to conduct an 
HDR / landscape photoshoot. Students had the 
opportunity to work under the direction of Mr. 
Herb Stokes from southwest portrait studios, with 
a portable lighting kit using some of the locals from 
Jerome as subject matter.  

Focus on CTE Leadership 
At Mountain Pointe 

 
 

Tamara Reichert, 
CTE Department Chair 
 

Tamara Reichert has been a 
teacher for seventeen years.  Her 
first teaching job was in Franklin, 
Tennessee, where she worked for 
two years at the Westminster 
School of Nashville.  She moved to 
Plainfield, Illinois and worked for 
the Plainfield Consolidated School 
District for thirteen years.   She 
has been a teacher at Mountain 
Pointe for the past three years and 
was named CTE Department 
Chair last spring.  Tamara was an     
Accountant in the oil and gas  
industry and a tax preparer for H 
& R Block prior to becoming a 
teacher.  She earned her degree 
from Illinois State University with 
a major in Accounting and minor 
in Business Administration.  
Tamara enjoys working at MP.  
She is thankful to have formed 
positive relationships with staff 
and students.  She is also happy to 
be teaching her favorite subject, 
Accounting.  Tamara feels it is 
exciting every time a student is 
able to learn and apply new ideas 
and skills.  She is especially 
pleased when students tell her 
they are interested in studying 
Accounting in college.   
 
 
 

Melissa Wendell, 
Program Lead for 
Engineering 
 

Melissa (Mel) Wendell has fifteen 
years of teaching experience.  Mel 
attended New Mexico State to earn 
her undergraduate degree, and 
Arizona State University  for her 
Master’s.   She first began working 
as a teacher at Woodrow Wilson 
Middle School in Edison , New 
Jersey.  She then moved to Arizona 
and taught at Kyrene’s Aprende 
Middle School.  Mel has been a 
member of the Pride staff for the 
past twelve years.  An interesting 
fact about Mel is that she also 
graduated from Mountain Pointe 
and is excited to be teaching at the 
same school she attended.  Her 
favorite thing about Mountain 
Pointe is FAMILY!  Not only is it 
the mascot, it is a way of life at MP.  
The best part of her job teaching 
Engineering is how she loves to see 
the students engaged and making 
connections to math and science.  
Her absolute favorite is when a 
student gets the “ah-ha” moment 
and is so excited their project 
worked after all of the hard work 
and dedication they put in pays off. 
 

MP ENGINEERING AND FILM & TV STUDENTS SPEND A 
DAY ON ICE WITH THE ARIZONA COYOTES 

 

            Melissa Wendell, Engineering/Suzanne Idler, Film & TV 
 

Mountain Pointe Engineering and TV Production programs attended the 
SkillsUSA on Ice event in November.  A total of 17 students attended the event.  At 
this event, students were able to get on the ice to score pucks into goals, meet                
professionals in their fields, tour the arena and see a Coyotes Hockey game.   

 

Some of the take-aways from  students were: 

 The arena's manager gave a good look into the struggles of maintaining a facility. 

 You need different mindsets and skills for specialization in order to succeed in your 
business. 

 How they keep the ice cold is pretty interesting; they basically have an array of pipes  
below the ice that have coolant in it keeping the ice cool which is totally awesome. 

 When hiring, the manager would choose someone who has 
a better attitude and more work ethic than someone with 
more experience. 

 During the tour we got to see the TV productions area and 
man it was amazing.  There were wires in the open on the 
roof going down connecting every cord and there were 
game tapes from previous seasons.  

Home of the Pride 



MOUNTAIN POINTE ACCOUNTING AND  
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT STUDENTS 

STUDENTS FUEL THEIR FUTURES  
 

Tamara Reichert, Accounting/Business Management/Business Operations  

On October 19th, 23 FBLA students from the Accounting, Business Operations 
Support, and Business Management programs, attended the CTSO on Ice at the 
Gila River Arena in Glendale, Arizona.  Students met 
with business executives of the Arizona Coyotes and 

had the opportunity to ask questions about their job and career 
pathways.   Students also got to go on the ice and see what it was 
like to hold a hockey stick and attempt to score a goal like a 
pro.  Those hockey players make it look so easy!  Later that evening 
students attended the game against the Dallas Stars.   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
In addition, students from Ms. Reichert's Finan-
cial Planning and Advanced Accounting classes 
competed in the Junior Achievement Stock Mar-
ket Challenge on Thursday, November 2nd. Stu-
dents competed against other schools within the 
Phoenix area. Chance Newton, Sebastian Torres, 
Victoria  
Salazar, Essence Fletcher-Lyons, and team leader 
Tristan Larson of team "The Pride" placed third amongst 85 teams. 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION STUDENTS ARE 
LEARNING TO LEAD AT MPHS 

Jacque Ibsen, Early Childhood Education 
 

Early Childhood 3-4 students participated in the FCCLA Leadership 
Camp in Prescott, September 28-30.  The camp included trainings on 
FCCLA events, program of work and leadership roles. The students also 
competed in a number of teambuilding events.   
 
The Early Childhood 1-2 students participate in “Buddies”.   They work 
with the “Cubbies” in the Early Learning Center weekly creating  literacy 
or Art projects.  They also enjoy reading books, coloring and playing 
games.  Many of the students look forward to working with the littlest 
members of the Pride! 

 
More than sixty Early Childhood students have applied for the First Things First  
Scholarship, hoping to receive funding for their six Early Childhood dual enrollment  
credits through Rio Salado Community College. 
 
The Early Childhood students will be participating in Smiles of Christmas 
on November 29th at Corona del Sol.  This is the first year Corona has  
hosted the event.  The Mountain Pointe students will be running the   
cookie decorating booth, as well as hosting thirty children from Frank  
Elementary School.  The children will participate in holiday activities 
which include a visit from Santa himself. 

Focus on CTE Leadership 
At Mountain Pointe 

 
 

Jacque Ibsen, 
Program Lead for Early 
Childhood Education 
 

Jacque Ibsen has worked at 
Mountain Pointe for twenty three 
years.  She has twenty six years of 
teaching experience, and worked 
at Dobson High School in Mesa 
before joining the Pride staff.  
Jacque is a graduate of Arizona 
State University.  She earned both 
her Bachelor of Arts in Education 
and Master of Education at ASU.  
She loves the wonderful staff and 
diverse student population at 
Mountain Pointe.  Her favorite 
aspect of teaching is helping her 
Early Childhood Education      
students find success and their 
place in the world. 
 

Steve Adams, 
Program Lead for Digital 
Photography      
 

Steve Adams has twenty five years 
of teaching experience.  He has 
worked at Mountain Pointe for all 
twenty five years.  Steve has also 
been adjunct faculty at South 
Mountain and Paradise Valley 
Community Colleges.  He is a Sun 
Devil and graduate from Arizona 
State University with a BFA degree 
in Art Education and a Master’s of 
Education Degree In Educational 
Media and Computers.  The people 
and family atmosphere are what 
Steve likes most about working at 
Mountain Pointe.  When it comes 
to teaching Digital Photography, 
the look on students’ faces when 
they are finally able to master a 
complex task and realize it’s not 
impossible, is what Steve likes 
most.  
 

Suzanne Idler, 
Program Lead for 
Graphics 
 

Suzanne has been teaching for 
twenty three years and has been 
working at Mountain Pointe since 
1995.    She has also worked at 
Westview, ASU, and University of 
Phoenix.  She attended college at 
ASU and GCU.  Suzanne has a 
B.A. in Theatre Arts, M.Ed. in 
Educational Media & Computers 
as well as Secondary Education in 
English.  She is certified in Visual 
Arts, Computer Graphics, and 
Business and Marketing.  Suzanne 
was  employed at Insight before 
she became a teacher.  She likes 
the diverse student population at 
MP, and the myriad of activities 
for them to get involved with.  The 
best part of her job is that no two 
days are alike. 



“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  ~ 
Nelson Mandela 

 

Career and Technical 
Education 

 

Tempe Union High School District 
500 West Guadalupe Road 

Tempe, AZ 85283 
Phone: 480-839-0292 

 

From the CTE Department... 

Career and Technical Education Staff: 

 
Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career and  
Technical Education 
sfrimer@tuhsd.k12.az.us  
 
 
 
 

Julie Bisby 
Administrative Assistant 
jbisby@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 
 
 

 
Michelle Crary 
CTE Assessment and  
Accountability  
mcrary@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 
 
 

Shauna Demers 
CTE Curriculum and  
Professional Development 
sdemers@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 
Career and Technical Education 

Student Recognition Night 
 

Monday, April 30, 2017 

6:30-8:00 PM 
 

Corona Del Sol 

Auditorium 

 

~ Celebrate Success ~ 

 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL OUTREACH 
PROGRAM 

 

Each month teachers and students who 
are representing our CTE programs 
across the district will be visiting our 
feeder schools to present information 
about careers to 8th grade students.  The 
middle school students will also learn 
more about these career opportunities in 
high school and prepare to be college and 
career ready for the future.  The featured 
programs for December are Engineering 
and Early Childhood Development. 

 
 
 
 

 

SPOTLIGHT EVENT 
 

Career Development Day With The Suns 
 
Friday, February 23, 2018 

 
 
 
 

TUHSD Career and Technical Education is excited to 
announce that we are working with the Phoenix Suns 
organization again on a second Career Development Day 
With The Suns.  This year’s event will be even bigger and 
better than last year.  Students will be able to engage with 
a minimum of six career day sessions presented by Suns 
representatives from a variety of technical fields.  Forty 
students will be selected to line up for the High-Five  
Tunnel, and ten students will be selected to be center 
court as Anthem Buddies.  We anticipate approximately 
five hundred Tempe Union CTE students and staff will 
participate.  Student teams will also be able to enter the 
showcase challenge and have the chance to win at least 
$600 in prize money for their group while they display 
their projects on the Fry’s Plaza.  It will be exciting to 
share the great work of our CTE students and teachers in 
a popular public venue.  Of course, we can’t forget the 
entertainment for this great event.  Everyone will receive 
tickets to watch the Phoenix Suns versus Los Angeles 
Clippers basketball game. 
 
Registration began on November 27, and will close on 
January 26, 2018.  Please sign-up now to reserve spots 
for you and your students.  Follow  the guidelines below 
to register. 

 
Adult Chaperones:  In order  to register  teacher/
admin/staff for the day’s events to serve as chaperones, 
contact the CTE Administrative Assistant.  The district 
will register 1 adult for every 10 students attending for 
each site. 
 
Students:  In order  to register  students for  this 
event complete the following steps: 
 
Step1:  Confirm  the num ber  of students from  
your class/club who will be attending. 
Step 2:  Com plete a TUHSD Requisition by    
January 26, with the following information:  –  teacher 
name, site/program, total number of students. 
Step 3: Once you receive the Purchase Order  for  
your students, send it to the CTE Office Administrative 
Assistant. 


